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PUBLIC BUILDINGS ACT OF 1959 





June 17, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Jones of Alabama, from the Committee on Public Works, 
submitted the following 


[To accompany H.R. 7645} 


| 
| REPORT 
The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 7645) to provide for the construction, alteration, and acquisition 
of public buildings of the Federal Government, and for other pur- 
) poses, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with 
amendments and recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 
The amendments are as follows: 
Page 6, line 13, strike out ‘$200,000’ and insert in lieu thereof 
“$100,000”’. 
Page 10, strike out line 20 and all that follows down through and 
including line 17 on page 11 and insert the following: 
(1) The term “public building’? means any building, 
whether for single or multitenant occupancy, its grounds, 
| approaches, and appurtenances, which is generally suitable 
for office or storage space or both for the use of one or more 
executive agencies or mixed ownership corporations, and 
| shall include: (i) Federal office buildings, (11) post offices, 
(iii) customhouses, (iv) courthouses, (v) appraisers stores, 
(vi) border inspection facilities, (vii) warehouses, (viii) 
record centers, (ix) relocation facilities, (x) similar Fed- 
eral facilities, and (xi) any other buildings or construction 
projects the inclusion of which the President may deem, 
from time to time hereafter, to be justified in the public 
interest; but shall not include any such buildings and con- 
struction projects: (A) on the public domain (including that 
reserved for national forests and other purposes), (B) on 
ty seca of the United States in foreign countries, (C) on 
ndian and native Eskimo properties held in trust by the 
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United States, (D) on lands used in connection with Federal] 
programs for agricultural, recreational, and conservation 
purposes, including research in connection therewith, (E) 
on or used in connection with river, harbor, flood control, 
reclamation, power, chemical manufacturing or develop- 
ment projects, (F) on or used in connection with housing and 
residential projects, (G) on military installations (including 
any fort, camp, post, naval training station, airfield, proving 
ground, military supply depot, military school, or any similar 
facility of the Department of Defense), (H) on Veterans’ 
Administration installations used for hospital or domiciliary 
purposes, and (I) the exclusion of which the President may 
deem, from time to time hereafter, to be justified in the 
public interest. 


cc 


Page 13, line 18, immediately after 
authority contained in section 4,”’. 

Page 13, line 20, strike out “$200,000.” and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 


shall,’ insert “‘except for the 


$100,000, and may be delegated to the appropriate executive 
agency where the Administrator determines that such delega- 
tion will promote efficiency and economy. No delegation of 
responsibility or authority made under this section shall 
exempt the person to whom such delegation is made, or the 
exercise of such responsibility or authority, from any other 
provision of this Act. 


ComMMITTEE ACTION 


This report represents the unanimous views of the Committee on 
Public Works, and the committee urges the immediate enactment of 
this much-needed legislation. 


PurpPosE OF THE BILL 


The primary purpose of H.R. 7645 is to provide the basic statute 
which would vest in the Administrator of General Services authority 
and responsibility for acquiring, constructing, altering, repairing, 
remodeling, improving, or extending public buildings and acquiring 
the necessary sites or additions to sites in connection therewith. The 
bill provides authority needed by the Administrator of General 
Services to carry out his responsibilities with respect to public buildings 
in an economical and efficient manner. 


GENERAL STATEMENT 


The committee has made a thorough study of the various laws on 
the subject of public buildings which have been enacted in the past 55 
years as discussed in detail hereafter in the report. Existing legisla- 
tion relating to the acquisition and construction of public buildings 
is a patchwork of measures dating back to June 6, 1902, when the 
first overall act was passed by the Congress. However, the present 
basic authority for the appropriation of funds for direct construction 
of public buildings stems largely from the Public Buildings Act of 
1926 and its many amendments. 
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The committee recognizes that present laws touch on the subject of 
real property management, including public buildings acquisitions and 
construction, but that no fundamental concept in this area has been 
developed; and that, although the Administrator of General Services 
appears to have far-reaching responsibilities in this connection, his 
authority to accomplish these responsibilities is unclear and diffused. 

At the present time all of the authorizations for appropriations for 
public buildings which were contained in the Public Buildings Act of 
1926 and its amendments have been exhausted. Therefore, no further 
public building construction can take place until Congress enacts 
necessary authorization for that construction. 

In recent years, authorizations for the construction of several public 
buildings of the classes and types which were clearly the responsibility 
of the Administrator of General Services have been granted by Con- 
gress to the agencies concerned, bypassing the Administrator of 
General Services. As a result, there has been no orderly or systematic 
approach to the provision of general purpose public buildings. Enact- 
ment of H.R. 7645 would return to the jurisdiction of the Adminis- 
trator of General Services responsibility for authorizing general 
purpose and related classes of public buildings required to accom- 
modate the various activities of the Government. he bill provides 
continuing and permanent authority for carrying out a program for 
the repair, remodeling, improving, and extending of public buildings 
of the classes under the control of the General Services Administration. 
Special purpose facilities closely related to the program activities of 
the various departments and agencies of the Federal Government are 
not encompassed by the bill. The committee has studiously avoided 
infringing or trespassing on the jurisdiction of any other legislative 
committee in this bill. 

Enactment of H.R. 7645 would in the estimation of the committee 
facilitate the construction, at the least possible cost, of public buildings 
in communities throughout the Nation where an urgent need has been 
apparent for some years. 


History or Pusuic Buripine Construction Laws 


The committee believes a history of public buildings construction in 
the United States will serve to round out this report. 

For many years after the founding of the Nation, no steps were taken 
to establish, by law, a department or bureau responsible for providing 
public buildings. As the need for public buildings developed, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury was made legally responsible from time to time 
for the construction of customhouses, Marine hospitals, mints, assay 
offices, appraisers stores, and courthouses. Until about 1853, no 
uniform method was observed in the design and construction of public 
buildings. By that time the United States owned 23 customhouses 
and 18 Marine hospitals while 15 customhouses were in the course of 
construction. The problem had reached the point where centralized 
control over the construction and maintenance of such structures was 
desirable. 

That year the Secretary of the Treasury established a unit in the 
Treasury Department that was called the Construction Branch. Its 
duties included the selection of sites for all buildings under the Treas- 
ury Department; procuring of release of jurisdiction from States in 
which sites were situated; the making of plans and estimates for 
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customhouses, mints and Marine hospitals; and the general super. 
vision of their construction. The Construction Branch existed without 
appropriate legal status, but received indirect recognition by legisla. 
tion authorizing the employment of certain officers and clerks. Prior 
to 1853 and up to 1891, there were a number of salient legislatiye 
enactments affecting acquisition of sites and construction of buildings, 
These included the acts of September 11, 1841; July 25, 1868; July 15 
1870; June 10, 1872; June 23, 1874; March 3, 1875; March 3, 1879: 
August 7, 1882; March 3, 1883; March 3, 1887; March 2, 1889: and 
March 3, 1891. 

In 1885 the supervising architect recommended the establishment 
of a Board of Public Buildings of the Treasury Department to consist 
of, or include, technical experts and suggested, also, competitions for 
the design and construction of buildings. In 1891, the supervising 
architect made further recommendations relative to the advertise. 
ments for sites, personal inspection of property and agents, and the 
permanent employment of construction superintendents to supervise 
construction of public buildings. Previously, local superintendents 
had been engaged on a per diem basis. At the same time the complaint 
was made that the Congress failed to use the supervising architect's 
data as the basis for authorizations and appropriations for publi 
buildings and that, instead, it haphazardly passed bills for public 
buildings whether needed or not. 


OMNIBUS BUILDING ACTS 


On June 6, 1902, the first of the so-called Omnibus Buildings Act 
was approved. Previous to that time, usually a separate bill had been 
cast into the legislative hopper for each new project; rarely did the bill 
include more than three projects. The act of 1902 provided for 
increased limits for cost on more than 60 buildings and authorized 
approximately 150 new projects. 

The last of the omnibus bills was passed on March 4, 1913. It 
ee for a program of $41,797,350. It authorized an increase in 
imits of costs of many projects and a substantial number of new 
projects. It provided for 399 buildings in all categories. The final 
section of the last omnibus bill of March 4, 1913, is significant; the 
Congress was beginning to have a forward-looking conception of the 
design and construction of Federal buildings. 

The section provided for the creation of a Commission composed 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, the Postmaster General and the 
Attorney General, two members of the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds of the Senate and two members of the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds of the House of Representatives. 
This Commission, with the aid of the supervising architect of the 
Treasury, was directed to present to Congress a plan of annual ap- 
propriations for the construction and completion of public buildings. 
Within a reasonable time the Commission was to establish standards 
for the size and costs of public buildings. It was to report on the 
size and accommodations and costs of buildings required in the various 
communities and recommend whether existing appropriations for 
such buildings should be increased or decreased. The creation of this 
commission was extremely significant for it was the first attempt by 
Congress to set up actual standards in dealing with the overall 
construction of public buildings. 
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WORLD WAR I AND 1926 ACT 


The entire building construction program was suspended for all 
ractical purposes as a result of World War I. For a number of years 
after World War I repeated requests for space were made by the de- 
artments and other governmental agencies throughout the country. 
he housing situation for Federal agencies became acute. In a mes- 
sage to Congress, dated December 9, 1925, President Coolidge dealt 
with the need for new public buildings to help in economical and effi- 
cient conduct in the Nation’s business. He pointed out that: “No 
public buildings bill has been enacted since before the war.” The bill 
enacted as the result of the concentrated interest during the years 
from 1920 to 1926 was the Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926. 
This is the basic authority for direct appropriation construction today. 

This act carried a total authorization of $115 million, for buildings 
outside the District of Columbia and $50 million, for buildings inside 
the District of Columbia. It assembled much of the worthwhile legis- 
lation that had been enacted from time to time in the past for the con- 
struction of public buildings. The Secretary of the Treasury was 
directed to submit annually to the Bureau of the Budget and from time 
to time as might be required, detailed estimates of the amount to be 
expended during the fiscal year. These estimates were to state the 
location and the limits of costs of the buildings proposed. ‘The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury was directed to allocate the amount to be ex- 
pended in the different States on the basis of area, population, and 
postal receipts. He was required, also, to submit an annual report 
to Congress showing the location and limits of costs of all public build- 
ings which he, and the Postmaster General (when his Department was 
involved) deemed necessary. 

The Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926, is based on sound funda- 
mental principles. The successful operations of the Public Buildings 
Administration under its provisions and under the number of amenda- 
tory acts approved within the next few years are ample proof of its 
basic soundness. 


EMERGENCY BUILDING LEGISLATION 


In the latter part of 1929 the Nation was plunged into a period of 
depression, and, as a result, an emergency construction program was 
set up by the Congress. The ist session of the 72d Congress met on 
December 7, 1931, in the midst of this depression. To effect econo- 
mies in Government expenditures, President Hoover did not transmit 
to Congress any estimates for further Federal construction, and the 
entire building program came to a halt. 

The first congressional enactment for the relief of unemployment, 
at that time, was to provide for the expansion of the public works 

rogram by Public Law 302, 72d Congress, 1st session, approved 
uly 21, 1932. Under title III, public works, section 301(a), item 10, 
this provision was made: 

For emergency construction of public building projects 
outside the District of Columbia (including the acquisition 
where necessary, by purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, 
of sites and additional land for such buildings, the demolition 
of old buildings where necessary, and the construction, re- 
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modeling, or extension of buildings), such projects to be 
selected by the Secretary of the Treasury and the Postmaster 
General from public building projects specified in House 
Document No. 788, 71st Congress, 3d session, $100,000. 


In section (4) of the act entitled ‘“‘An act for the relief of unemploy. 
ment through the performance of useful public works and for other 
purposes,” approved March 31, 1933, Public Law 5, 73d Congress 
the President was authorized to expend, out of any unobligated 
moneys previously appropriated for public works, such sums as might 
be necessary to carry out the so-called Reforestation Act. Under this 
authority the President transferred from the predecessor of the Publie 
Buildings Administration to PWA all but approximately $7 million 
of the $100 million appropriated in the act of July 21, 1932. 

After the passage of the National Industrial Recovery Act (June 16, 
1933) all agencies requiring funds for public works were directed to 
secure such funds from the Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Administration for Public Works. From that sources a total of 
$70,366,275 was allotted for Federal building construction, sub- 
stantially all of which was obligated and expended. 

On June 19, 1934, Congress appropriated $65 million for acquisition 
of sites and construction of buildings and stipulated that $2,500,000 
should be made available by the Public Works Administration to the 
Treasury Department. ‘This latter fund was to be used at the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury as an available fund from 
which the original limit of cost could be increased to an amount not 
exceeding 10 percent for any one building, in order to make it possible 
to enter into a contract for the construction of a building. 

The first emergency program was followed by a second of $60 million 
on August 12, 1935, and a third of $60 million on June 22, 1936. On 
August 25, 1937, a further legislative authorization of $70 million 
was granted, the expenditures under this act to extend over a period 
of 3 years. This authorization was expanded on June 21, 1938, to 
$130 million. Due to changes in space requirements and costs, 4 
number of projects included in previous reports required increases in 
limits of costs and this was taken care of by the Second Deficiency 
Appropriation Act of 1940. Increased limits of costs were author- 
ized for 34 projects and the total authorization of $130 million in 
the Federal Buildings Appropriations Act of 1938, was increased to 
$133,500,000. 

In total, during this period, Congress directly authorized the sum 
of $318,500,000 to the Public Buildings Administration, or its prede- 
cessors, under the several emergency construction acts. The Public 
Buildings Administration, or that organization under its previous 
title, Public Buildings Branch, Procurement Division, was always 
careful to live within the scope of the act of May 25, 1926, except as 
the authority of that act was broadened in the emergency appro- 
priations acts. 

LEGISLATION AFTER WORLD WAR II 


With the advent of World War II in 1939, the entire building pro 
gram came toa halt. Practically no construction outside of an emer 
gency program was entered into during the period following the year 
1939. By the year 1949, the building construction program insofar 
as Federal work was concerned had produced nothing of importance 
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during the previous 10-year period. At the same time, from 1939 to 
1949, the activities of the Government expanded by leaps and bounds, 

alleling the tremendous increase in the Nation’s business activities, 
complete with an above normal increase in population during the 
war and postwar years. As a result, the Federal Government found 
itself with a highly inadequate physical establishment to carry on its 
multitude of activities in an efficient and businesslike manner. In 
1949, the Congress enacted the Public Buildings Act of 1949, known 
as Public Law 105 of the 81st Congress, and it further enacted Public 
Law 152 of the 81st Congress. Public Law 105, in essence, provided 
as follows: An authorization of $40 million for acquisition of sites and 
preparation of plans for Federal public buildings outside the District 
of Fatumbie, and $30 million for improvement of existing federally 
owned buildings. 

Public Law 152 created the General Services Administration 
headed by an Administrator, appointed by the President with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. The Federal Works Agency, the 
Public Buildings Administration, and the Office of Commissioner of 
Public Buildings, among others, were abolished and their functions 
were transferred to the General Services Administration. 

The last significant change in public buildings construction law 
came about in 1954, when the Congress enacted the so-called lease- 

urchase program (Public Law 519, 83d Cong.). That law author- 
wed @ program for the construction of public buildings financed by 
private capital on a 10- to 25-year deferred payment basis, title to 
the improvement remaining in the private owner during the deferred 
payment period. At the end of this period, title passed to the Govern- 
ment. Under this act, 29 public buildings have been or are being 
constructed. The Lease Purchase Act expired July 22, 1957. The 

rogram was brought to a further halt with the enactment of the 
ndependent Offices Appropriation Act, 1959 (Public Law 85-844, 
72 Stat. 1063), which contained a provision prohibiting execution 
of any further purchase contracts. 


SECTION-BY-SECTION EXPLANATION OF H.R. 7645 


First section 


The first section provides the short title for the bill of the “Public 
Buildings Act of 1959”. 


Section 2 
The second section provides that the Administrator of General 
Services shall be the officer of the Government who shall construct 
ublic buildings, prohibits the construction of public buildings except 
y the Administrator, and further directs that he shall construct such 
buildings in accordance with the provisions of this bill. 
Section 3 


The third section authorizes the Administrator to acquire any 
building and its site which he determines to be necessary to carry 
out his duties under the bill. The Administrator is authorized to 
acquire any such building by purchase, condemnation, donation, 
exchange, or any other fashion which would result in the United 
States becoming the owner of the property. 
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Section 4 


Subsection (a) of the fourth section grants the Administrator the 
authority to alter any public building which is under his control. He 
is also authorized to acquire any land which may be necessary to 
carry out this alteration. 

Subsection (b) of this section exempts from the committee approval 
required in section 7 of the bill any alteration, including any neces. 
sary acquisition of land needed to carry out the alteration, the total 
estimated maximum cost of which does not exceed $200,000. 


Section 6 


The fifth section deals generally with site acquisition. 

Subsection (a) of this section authorizes the Administrator to ac- 
quire necessary lands or interests therein for use as sites or addition to 
sites for public buildings to be constructed or altered under this bill. 
He can acquire these lands by purchase, condemnation, donation, 
exchange, or otherwise. 

Subsection (b) requires the Administrator and the Postmaster 
General to act jointly in selecting both the general location (that is 
the city or town) and the specific location (within the particular city 
or town) of the site for a public building to be used in whole or in part 
for post office purposes. 

Subsection (c) permits the Administrator, when he deems it neces- 
sary, to solicit by public advertisement, proposals for sale or donation 
or exchange of real property to the United States for use as a site for 
a public building. He is also authorized to select the site most ad- 
vantageous to the United States, considering all of the factors involved 
(acting in concurrence with the Postmaster General in the case of a 
public building to be used in whole or in part for postal purposes), and 
to acquire this site without regard to title III of the Federal Property 
and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended. 


Section 6 


Subsection (a) of section 6 gives the Administrator authority, 
whenever he deems it to be in the best interest of the United States 
to construct a new public building to replace an existing one, to 
demolish the existing public building and to use the site thereof as 
the site for the new public building, or to exchange the existing build- 
ing and site, or just the site, for another site, or to sell the existing 
building and site in accordance with the Federal Property and Ad- 
ministrative Services Act of 1949, as amended. Whether in any 
given instance he will demolish, exchange, or sell depends on his 
judgment as to which is the most advantageous procedure for the 
United States. 

Subsection (b) of this section permits the Administrator to exchange 
for another, or to sell, in accordance with the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, any site which he 
has acquired for the construction of a public building but which he 
determines no longer suitable for that purpose. 

Subsection (c) prohibits the Administrator from using any land as 
a site for a public building if the project has not received the approval 
required by section 7 of the bill, notwithstanding any other provision 
of this section 6. 
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Section 7 

Section 7 generally prohibits an appropriation to construct, alter, 
or acquire any public building under this act if this work has not 
first been approved by the Committees on Public Works of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives, respectively. 

Subsection (a) of this section provides that, except in the case of 
alterations costing less than $200,000 as specified in section 4, in 
order to insure equitable distribution of publie buildings throughout 
the United States with due regard for the comparative urgency of 
need for these buildings, no appropriation shall be made to alter any 
public building involving an expenditure of more than $200,000, or 
to construct or acquire any building to be used as a public building 
involving an expenditure of more than $100,000, if the construction, 
alteration, or acquisition has not first been approved by the Commit- 
tees on Public Works of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
respectively, and if the approval has not been rescinded as provided 
in subsection (c) of the section. For the purpose of securing consid- 
eration of approval of the committees the Administrator is required 
to transmit to Congress a prospectus of the proposed project. This 
prospectus must include the following information (but is not limited 
to such information) : 

(1) A brief description of the building to be constructed or 
acquired, or of the alterations, as the case may be; 

(2) The project’s location, and an estimate of the maximum 
cost of the project; 

(3) A comprehensive plan for providing space for all Federal 
Government officers and employees in the locality of the proposed 
project, having due regard for other suitable space available in 
existing U.S. buildings and in rented buildings; 

(4) A statement by the Administrator that neither federally 
owned space is available nor rental space is available at a price 
commensurate with that to be afforded by the proposed action; 
and 

(5) A statement of rents and other housing costs being paid 
at that time by agencies to be housed in the proposed project. 

Subsection (b) of section 7 permits the Administrator to proceed 
with an approved project without further approval from the congres- 
sional committees if the estimated maximum cost of the construction 
or alteration, as the case may be, is increased by reason of increased 
construction or alteration costs from the date of transmittal of the 
prospectus to the committees of Congress so long as the increase is 
not in excess of 10 percent of the estimated maximum cost. 

Subsection (c) of this section provides that when a project has been 
approved by both the Committees on Public Works of the Senate and 

ouse of Representatives for more than 1 year and no appropriation 
has been made within this 1-year period, thereafter, but before an 
appropriation is actually made, either of the committees may rescind 
its approval. 

Subsection (d) of this section prohibits the Committees on Public 
Works of the Senate and the House of Representatives from approvin 
any new projects whenever there are 30 or more projects, the cakitinted 
maximum cost of each is in excess of $100,000, which have been 
approved for more than 1 year and for which no appropriations have 
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been made until there has either been appropriations or recissions of 
approval which result in the number of such approved projects 
dropping to less than 30. 


Section 8 


The eighth section of the bill is a restatement of the existing law 
with respect to public buildings and their sites in the District of 
Columbia. 

Subsection (a) of this section sets out the area in the District of 
Columbia within which the Administrator may acquire real property 
for the purposes of this bill. It is the same area within which he ig 
presently permitted to take land for these purposes, so that what this 
subsection does is to bring existing law together in one place. 

Subsection (b) is also a reenactment of existing law and requires 
that in the District of Columbia the purposes of this act shall be 
carried out as nearly as may be practicable with the plan of Peter 
Charles L’Enfant. 

Subsection (c) provides for the closing and vacating of streets where 
necessary in the course of constructing or altering a public buildin 
under this act. The Administrator of General Services, the Bo 
of Commissioners of the District of Columbia, and the National 
Capital Planning Commission must all agree before a street can be 
closed. This section is also a reenactment of existing law on this 
subject. 


Section 9 


Section 9 authorizes the Administrator to carry out construction 
or alteration of public buildings by contract whenever he deems it to 
be most advantageous to the United States. 


Section 10 


Subsection (a) authorizes the Administrator to employ, by contract 
or otherwise, the services of established architectural or engineering 
corporations, firms, or individuals to the extent he requires their 
services to construct or alter a public building under this act. This 
employment is to be without regard to the Classification Act of 1949, 
as amended, or to the civil service laws, rules, and regulations or to 
section 3709 of the Revised Statutes. Persons employed under this 
section are intended to be considered for the purposes of the laws of 
the United States as independent contractors and not as employees 
of the United States. 

Subsection (b) prohibits the employment of any corporation, firm, 
or individual on a permanent basis. 

Subsection (c) reenacts what is substantially a provision of existing 
law. This subsection provides that notwithstanding any other 

rovision of this section 10, the Administrator shall be responsible 
or all construction, the interpretation of construction contracts, the 
approval of materials and workmanship, of changes in construction 
contracts, certification of vouchers for payments due the contractor, 
and final settlement of the contract. This subsection is intended to 
insure that the Administrator shall not be able to contract away any 
of his basic responsibility, and it is not intended that the determination 
of the Administrator under this subsection be conclusive where the 
interpretation of a contract involves a question of law only. 
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Section 11 

Subsection (a) requires the Administrator to submit to Congress an 
annual report in January of each year on the location, space, cost, and 
status of each public building to be constructed, altered, or acquired 
under this act, the construction or alteration of which was not com- 
pleted, or which had not been acquired at the time of the last preceding 


eport. 

Tasting (b) provides that upon resolution of either of the Com- 
mittees on Public Works of the Senate or of the House of Representa- 
tives the Administrator and the Postmaster General shall make 
pbuilding project surveys and make a report thereon to Congress. 
This report shall contain all the information, required to be included 
in a prospectus submitted to Congress under section 7(a) as well as 
any other information which may be requested by the resolution or 
which the Administrator and Postmaster General deem appropriate. 


Section 12 

Subsection (a) provides that the Administrator shall make a con- 
tinuing investigation survey of need for public buildings of the 
Federal Government in order that he carry out his duties under this 
act. The Administrator is authorized to submit prospectuses for 
public buildings to Congress in accordance with section 7(a) of this act. 

Subsection (b) requires the Administrator and the various Federal 
agencies to cooperate with each other so that the purposes of the act 
will be achieved. 

Subsection (c) provides that the Administrator shall provide for the 
construction and acquisition of public buildings throughout the United 
States with due regard to the comparative urgency of the need for 
each particular building. 


Section 13 

This section defines seven terms which are used throughout the bill 
in order to insure that they will have the same meaning throughout the 
bill. One of the most important of the defined terms is that of ‘‘public 
buildings.”” The definition of this term is substantially that which the 
Congress has established in the Public Buildings Act of 1926 and in 
the various acts which amend it and which supplement it. The defini- 
tion is explicit in stating those buildings which are included within the 
scope of the bill, as well as those which are excluded. This is com- 
patible with the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 and the 
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949. 


Section 14 

Section 14 exempts from the application of the bill certain small 
public buildings projects for which appropriations were made in the 
Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1959, and certain lease-pur- 
chase projects which are already under construction and for which 
appropriations were also made in such act of 1959. In addition, it 
exempts public buildings for which appropriations for direct con- 
struction by an executive agency other than General Services Ad- 
ministration have been made prior to the date of enactment of this bill. 


Section 15 
This section provides that the Administrator of General Services 
shall, upon request, delegate the performance of the responsibilities 
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and authorities vested in him under this act to the appropriate execy. 
tive agency where the estimated cost of the project does not exceed 
$100,000, and such performance may be delegated to the appropriate 
executive agency where the Administrator determines that it wil] 
promote efficiency and economy. ‘The section further provides that 
no delegation made under this section shall exempt either the person 
to whom the delegation is made, or the exercise of the delegated 
responsibility or authority, from any other provision of this act. 


Section 16 


Section 16 explicitly preserves the leasing authority of both General 
Services Administration and the Post Office Department and the 


authority for improvement of public buildings through the postal 
modernization fund, 


Section 17 


Section 17 repeals certain laws or parts thereof which have become 
obsolete over the years or would be made se by virtue of the enact- 
ment of this legislation, including the Public Buildings Act of 1926, 
as amended, and portions of the Public Buildings Act of 1949, as 
amended. 
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CHANGES IN Existina LAW 


In compliance with clause 3 of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as 
introduced, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted 
js enclosed in black brackets, existing law in which no change is pro- 
posed is shown in roman): 


NoTe.—For the information of the Members of the House, Part 3 of 
1939 Reorganization Plan No. I (effective July 1, 1939), section 103 
of the Act of June 30, 1949, and 1950 Reorganization Plan No. 18 
(effective July 1, 1950) are included in the Appendix of this report. 
Such Plans and section 103 of such Act transferred certain functions 
from the Treasury Department to the Federal Works Agency, and, 
subsequently, transferred such functions from the Federal Works 
Agency to the Administrator of General Services. 





Section 6 of the Act approved September 1, 1916 (39 Stat. 716; 
40 U.S.C. 23) 


Sec. 6. [That hereafter no part of any money appropriated by this 
or any other Act shall be used for the payment to the Washington 
Gas Light Company or the Georgetown Gas Light Company for any 
gas furnished by said companies for use in any of the public buildings 
of the United States or the District of Columbia at a rate in excess of 
70 cents per one thousand cubic feet.] On and after the first day of 
October, nineteen hundred and sixteen, the Washington Gas Light 
Company shall not charge or collect for gas furnished a private con- 
sumer in any part of the District of Columbia a rate in excess of 75 
cents per one thousand cubic feet of gas so furnished: Provided, That 
if a consumer of gas other than the Government or the District of 
Columbia shall not pay monthly any gas bill within ten days after 
the same shall have been presented, said gas company may charge 
and collect from any such consumer so failing to pay said gas bill as 
aforesaid 10 cents additional for each one thousand cubic feet of gas 
represented by said bill: And provided further, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed as limiting or taking away any of the 
eee now vested by law in the Public Utilities Commission of the 

istrict of Columbia. 

That from and after October first, nineteen hundred and sixteen, 
the Georgetown Gas Light Company shall not be permitted to charge 
or collect more than 85 cents per one thousand cubic feet for gas for 
cooking, illuminating, or other purposes. 

13 
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First sentence of last paragraph under the side heading “Lighting 
and Heating for the Public Grounds” under the subheadin 
‘“‘UNDER ENGINEER DEPARTMENT” under the heading “UNDER 
THE WAR DEPARTMENT” in the Act approved March 4, 19}} 
(36 Stat. 1404; 40 U.S.C. 24) 


(Hereafter no greater sum shall be paid any company for lighting 
any gas or electric lamp in the public grounds, or for installing op 
moving the same, than is paid by the District of Columbia for similar 
services, and no contract shall be required to be entered into for 
lighting the public grounds.] Any settlement for are lighting under 
the existing contract with the Potomac Electric Power Company 
effected by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia shall apply 
to the contract with the same company for arc lights for the public 
grounds and highway bridge. 





Proviso in sixth paragraph under the side heading ‘‘In the Office of 
the Comptroller of the Currency’’ under the heading ‘“TREAS. 
URY DEPARTMENT” in the Act approved July 15, 1870 (16 Stat, 
311; 40 U.S.C. 32) 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


In the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency.—For one clerk of 
class four, one clerk of class three, two clerks of class two, and three 
clerks of class one, nine thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For ventilating the attic rooms in the west wing of the Treasury 
Department building, twelve thousand dollars. 

For ventilating the attic rooms in the east wing, th'rteen thousand 
two hundred dollars. 

For annual repairs of the treasury building, fifteen thousand dollars, 

For file cases, shelving for vaults, permanent counters, desks, tables, 
and other necessary fixtures, and for renovation of walls and floors, for 
the proper arrangement and preservation of the records and files of the 
Treasury Department, twenty-three thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-five dollars and thirty-two cents. 

For fitting, putting up, and casing old vaults, for casing, and 
shelving, and for book-cases for records in the offices of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and others, fourteen thousand and _ thirty-five 
dollars[: Provided, That hereafter no alteration shall be made, or 
work done upon the treasury building, except for ordinary repairs, 
except upon authorization of and in accordance with specific 
appropriations therefor]. 





Section 9 of the Act approved March 4, 1907 (34 Stat. 1371; 40 
U.S.C. 33) 


[Sec. 9. No appropriation heretofore or hereafter made for the 
construction or equipment of any executive or municipal building im 
the District of Columbia shall be expended for the production of 
electricity for light or power, unless, in the judgment of the Secretary 
of the Treasury ', such necessary electric current for light and power 
cannot be obtained at a less cost.] 


1 Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix. 
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Fourth from last paragraph under the subheading ‘“‘BUILDINGS AND 
GROUNDS IN AND AROUND WASHINGTON”’ under the headin 
“UNDER THE WAR DEPARTMENT” in the Act approve 
March 3, 1883 (22 Stat. 615; 40 U.S.C. 59) 


For repair of water-pipes and fire-plugs: For repairing and extending 
water-pipes, purchase of apparatus to clean them, and cleaning the 

rings and repairing and renewing the pipes to the same that sup- 
a the Capitol, the Executive Mansion, and the building for the 
erate, War, and Navy Departments, two thousand five hundred 
dollars[; and all officers in charge of public buildings in the District 
of Columbia shall cause the flow of water in the buildings under their 
charge to be shut off from five o’clock post meridian to eight o’clock 
ante meridian: Provided, That the water in said public buildings is 
not necessarily in use for public business]. 





Section 2 of the Act approved June 23, 1874 (18 Stat. 276; 40 
U.S.C. 254) 


[Sec. 2. That in the selection of a site for any public building not 
yet commenced, reference shall be had to the interest and convenience 
of the public, as well as to the best interests of the Government; 
and the Secretary of the Treasury ' shall have power, and it shall be 
his duty, to set aside any selection which in his opinion has not been 
made solely with reference thereto. No expenditure shall be made 
upon any building, a site for which has been selected, and work upon 
which has not been commenced, until such of the persons who acted 
as commissioners in selecting such site shall make and file with the 
Secretary of the Treasury ' an oath or affirmation that he is not at 
the time of making the affidavit, and was not at the date of making 
the selection of such site, directly or indirectly interested in the prop- 
erty selected for the same, and a similar affidavit shall be made and 
filed by each and every person hereafter appointed as such commis- 
sioner, before any site shall be finally adopted. In either case a 
failure on the part of any commissioner to make and file such an 
affidavit shall render the selection void.] 





Thirty-first and thirty-second paragraphs under the subheading 
“PUBLIC BUILDINGS’’ under the heading ‘‘UNDER THE TREAS- 
URY DEPARTMENT”? in the Act approved March 2, 1889 (25 
Stat. 941; 40 U.S.C. 260, 268) 


[That hereafter no plan shall be approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury! for any public building authorized by Congress to be 
erected, until after the site therefor shall have been finally selected; 
and he shall not authorize or approve of any plan for any such build- 
ing which shall involve a greater expenditure in the completion of 
such building, including heating apparatus, elevators, and approaches 
thereto, than the amount that shall remain of the sum specified in the 
law authorizing the erection of such building excluding cost of site. 





4 Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix, 
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[That hereafter commissions shall not be paid for disbursements op 
account of sites for public buildings; nor on account of construction 
of public buildings except for moneys actually handled and paid out 
by disbursing agents; and payments for sites for public buildings 
under the control of the Treasury Department shall be made by the 
Treasury Department, at Washington, District of Columbia, by drafts 
or checks payable to the grantors of such sites or their legal repre- 
sentatives. ] 





Fifth from last paragraph under the subheading ‘‘PUBLIC BUILD- 
INGS”’ under the heading ‘“‘ UNDER THE TREASURY DEPART. 
MENT” in the Act approved March 4, 1909, as amended (35 
Stat. 959; 45 Stat. 987; 40 U.S.C. 262) 


[The Secretary of the Treasury ' is authorized, until their removal 
becomes necessary, to rent any building or buildings not reserved by 
the vendors on lands heretofore or hereafter acquired for building sites 
or for the enlargement of building sites, the proceeds to be deposited 
in the Treasury.] 





Fortietk paragraph under the subheading “PUBLIC BUILDINGS” 
under the heading “UNDER THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT” 
in the Act approved August 7, 1882 (22 Stat. 305; 40 U.S.C. 263) 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury ' to purchase a site and 
cause to be commenced thereon the erection of a building for the uses 
of the government offices at the city of Rochester, New York, one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars: Provided, That no act passed 
authorizing the S eomias of the Treasury! to purchase a site and 
erect a public building thereon shall be held or construed to appropriate 
money unless the act in express language makes such appropriations]. 





Last paragraph of section 5 of the Act approved March 4, 1913 
(37 Stat. 879; 40 U.S.C. 264) 


United States post office at Newcastle, Wyoming, $5,000[: Pro- 
vided, That hereafter no authorization shall be made for the con- 
struction of a building to be used exclusively for post office purposes 
at any town or city where the postal receipts have not reached the 
sum of $10,000 annually, nor shall any authorization for the pur- 
chase of a site for post office purposes only be made at any town or 
city where the postal receipts have not reached the sum of $6,000 
annually J. 





Section 35 of the Act approved June 25, 1910, as Amended (36 Stat. 
699; 52 Stat. 683; 40 U.S.C.265) 


{Sec. 35. The Secretary of the Treasury! may, in his discretion, 
upon the request of the head of any other executive department, 
independent establishment, or other Federal agency, cause the Pro- 


1 Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix. 
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eurement Division, Treasury Department,’ to carry out the construc- 
tion of any building or buildings for governmental purposes which 
any such executive department, establishment, or agency may be 
authorized to have constructed, including the preparation of plans, 
drawings, designs, specifications, and estimates, the acquisition of 
land necessary for sites, the execution of contracts, and supervision 
of construction: Provided, That funds appropriated to other execu- 
tive departments, independent establishments, or other Federal agen- 
cies for the foregoing purposes shall be available for transfer to and 
expenditure by the Procurement Division, Treasury Department,’ 
in whole or in part, either in reimbursement of the proper appropria- 
tions of the Procurement Division, for the cost of such work, or as 
advances to special accounts for the purpose of providing for the 
prosecution of said work.] 





Section 3734 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, as Amended 
(36 Stat. 699; 40 U.S.C. 267) 


[(Sxc. 3734. And hereafter no money shall be paid nor contracts 
made for payment for any site for a public building in excess of the 
amount specifically appropriated therefor; and no money shall be 
expended upon any public building until after sketch plans showing 
the tentative design and arrangement of such building, together with 
outline description and detailed estimates of the cost thereof shall 
have been made by the Supervising Architect of the Treasury Depart- 
ment! (except when otherwise authorized by law) and said sketch 

lans and estimates shall have been approved by the Secretary of the 
ileasiury and the head of each executive department who will have 
officials located in such building; but such approval shall not prevent 
subsequent changes in the design, arrangement, materials, or meth- 
ods of construction or cost which may be found necessary or advan- 
tageous: Provided, That no such changes shall be made involving an 
expense in excess of the limit of cost fixed or extended by Congress, 
and all appropriations made for the construction of such building 
shall be expended within the limit of cost so fixed or extended.] 





Last paragraph under the subheading ‘‘PUBLIC BUILDINGS’’ under 
the heading ‘‘UNDER THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT” in 
the Act approved March 2, 1895 (28 Stat. 914; 40 U.S.C. 274) 


[The Secretary of the Treasury! is hereby directed, if in his judg- 
ment such work should be performed, to pay for the wiring for electric 
lighting of all buildings in process of erection or hereafter to be erected 
under the control of the Treasury Department! from the construction 
funds of such buildings. ] 

' Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix. 
* Functions of Procurement Division, Treasury Department, ultimately vested in Administrator of 


General Services. See Note supra. 
* Should read “General Services Administration”. 


59013°—59 H. Rept., 86-1, vol. 83——76 
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Paragraph with side heading ‘‘Furniture and repairs of furniture” 
under the subheading ‘‘PUBLIC BUILDINGS, OPERATING kx. 
PENSES”’ under the heading ‘‘TREASURY DEPARTMENT” in 
the Act approved July 1, 1916 (39 Stat. 273; 40 U.S.C. 275, 282) 


Furniture and repairs of furniture: For furniture, carpets, and 
repairs of same, for completed and occupied public buildings under 
the control of the Treasury Department,’ exclusive of marine hospi. 
tals, quarantine stations, mints, branch mints, and assay offices, and 
for gas and electric lighting fixtures for completed and occupied ublic 
buildings under the control of the Treasury Department,’ including 
marine hospitals and quarantine stations, but exclusive of mints, 
branch mints, and assay offices, and for furniture and carpets for 
public buildings and extensions of public buildings in course of con- 
struction which are to remain under the custody and control of the 
Treasury Department,' exclusive of marine hospitals, quarantine sta- 
tions, mints, branch mints, and assay offices, and buildings constructed 
for other executive departments or establishments of the Govern- 
ment, $775,000: Provided, That the foregoing appropriations shall 
not be used for personal services except for work done under contract 
or for temporary job labor under exigency, and not exceeding at one 
time the sum of $100 at any one building [: And provided further, 
That hereafter gas and electric lighting fixtures for the equipment of 
public buildings and extensions in course of construction under the 
control of the Treasury Department,’ except such gas and electric 
lighting fixtures as are under contract or may be otherwise provided 
for b pes shall be paid for from the respective appropriations pro- 
vided for the construction of such public buildings or extensions]: 
And provided further, That all furniture now owned by the United 
States in other public buildings or in buildings rented by the United 
States shall be used, so far as practicable, whether it corresponds with 
the present regulation plan for furniture or not[[: And provided fur- 
ther, That hereafter the annual appropriations for the care, mainte- 
nance, and repair of Federal buildings and their mechanical and vault 
and safe equipments, shall be available in the same manner and to the 
same extent for assay offices assigned quarters in Federal buildings 
under the authority contained in chapter five hundred and forty-six 
of the Act approved July first, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight 
(Thirtieth Statutes, page six hundred and fourteen), as such appro- 
priations are available for other branches of the Government service 
quartered in such buildings]. 


Fourth from the last paragraph under the subheading ‘‘PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS” under the heading “UNDER THE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT” in the Act approved June 6, 1900 (31 Stat. 
591; 40 U.S.C. 276) 


[Hereafter, the Secretary of the Treasury ' is authorized, whenever 
in his judgment such work should be performed, to pay for the instal- 
lation of engineering and electric-light plants in all buildings in process 
of erection, or hereafter to be erected, under the control of the Treasury 
Department ', from the construction funds of such buildings.] 


! Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix. 
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Last paragraph under the subheading “PUBLIC BUILDINGS” under 
the heading “UNDER THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT” in 
the Act approved August 5, 1892 (27 Stat. 351; 40 U.S.C. 277) 


For repairs and preservation of public buildings: Repairs and pres- 
ervation of custom-houses, court-houses, post-offices, marine-hospitals, 

uarantine stations and other public buildings under control of 

reasury Department,' two hundred and forty thousand dollars; of 
which amount the sum of thirty thousand dollars to be used for the 
marine hospitals and quarantine stations: Provided, That of the sum 
hereby appropriated, not exceeding ten thousand dollars may be used 
in the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury ' in the employment 
of superintendents and others at a rate of compensation not exceeding, 
for any one person, six dollars per day[[: nor shall there hereafter be 
paid more than six dollars per day to any person employed outside of 
the District of Columbia, in any capacity whatever, whose compensa- 
tion is paid from appropriations for public buildings in course of 
construction, but the Secretary of the Treasury ' may, in his discretion, 
authorize payment in cities of eighty thousand or more inhabitants 
of a sum not exceeding eight dollars per day for such purposes J. 





Eighth from the last paragraph under the subheading ‘‘PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS”’ under the heading ‘‘UNDER THE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT” in the Act approved March 3, 1887 (24 Stat. 512; 
40 U.S.C. 278) 


That the Secretary of the Treasury ' shall for the fiscal year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-seven, and for each fiscal year thereafter in the 
annual estimates, report to Congress the number of persons employed 
outside of the District of Columbia, as superintendents, clerks, watch- 
men and otherwise, and paid from appropriations for the construction 
of public buildings showing where said persons are employed, in what 
capacity, the length of time and at what rate of compensation[, and 
hereafter where public buildings shall be completed with the exception 
of heating apparatus and approaches but one person shall be employed 
by the Government for the supervision and care of such building]. 





Titles I and III, and sections 401 and 406 of the Public Buildings Act 
of 1949 (63 Stat. 176; 40 U.S.C. 352, 353, 354, 297, 297a, 298, and 
298ce) 


AN ACT To provide for comprehensive planning, for site acquisition in and 
outside of the District of Columbia, and for the design of Federal building 
projects outside of the District of Columbia; to authorize the transfer of juris- 
diction over certain lands between certain departments and agencies of the 
United States; and to provide certain additional authority needed in connec- 
tion with the construction, management, and operation of Federal public 
buildings; and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may be cited 
as the “Public Buildings Act of 1949”. 


Suieneeene 
! Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix, 
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[TITLE I—COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING OF FEDERAL 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS OUTSIDE OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 


Sec. 101. The Federal Works Administrator’ is authorized to 
acquire, by purchase, condemnation, donation, exchange, or other- 
wise, lands or interests in lands as sites or additions to sites for Fed- 
eral public building projects previously authorized and for such new 
projects as may be selected in the manner designated in this section, 
to make investigations and studies and to prepare plans, sketches, 
working drawings, and specifications for such projects. Whenever 
the Federal Works Administrator ' shall determine such action to be 
necessary, such investigations, studies, preparation of plans, sketches, 
working drawings, and specifications, may be undertaken prior to the 
approval of title to the sites by the Attorney General. When build- 
ings to be used in whole or in part for post-office purposes are involved, 
the Federal Works Administrator ' shall act jointly with the Post- 
master General in the selection of towns or cities in which buildings 
are to be constructed, and in the choice of sites therein for such 
projects. The Federal Works Administrator ' and the Postmaster 
General shall submit to the Congress a comprehensive report of all 
eligible projects and their limits of cost when in excess of $200,000, 
without regard to the time in which they may be undertaken, which 
report shall be printed as a public document. When the estimated 
cost of a project does not exceed $200,000 the limit of cost shall be 


determined by the Commissioner of Public Buildings.’ Selection of 


ae for the purposes of this title shall be made by the Federal 
orks Administrator ' and the Postmaster General from such report 
and they may also select such other projects not included in such 
report which in their judgment are economically sound and advanta- 
geous to the public service: Provided, That in making such selections 
they shall distribute the selected projects equitably throughout the 
country with due regard to the comparative urgency of projects in 
various sections of the country. 

(Sec. 102. It is the intent of the Congress that the equitable distri- 
bution of selected projects required by section 101 of this title shall 

rovide for the participation by each congressional district in the 
benefits that will accrue from the future construction of one or more 
of such selected projects. It is the further intent of the Congress that 
those congressional districts in which are located projects previousl 
authorized and selected for construction (including those for which 
sites have been acquired), but which have been deferred, shall be 
entitled to such project or projects, or the equivalent thereof, in addi- 
tion to the projects authorized and selected under this title. 

[Sec. 103. For carrying out the purposes of this title, including 
administrative, supervisory, traveling, and other expenses in connec- 
tion therewith, there is hereby authorized to be appropriated the sum 
of $40,000,000 to remain available until expended. 


1 Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services, See Note supra, and Appendix. 
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TITLE II—ACQUISITION OF SITES AND TRANSFER OF 
JURISDICTION OVER SITES BY VARIOUS AGENCIES 
AND DEPARTMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT 


* + * x a a4 * 


[TITLE I11—IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING BUILDINGS 


[Sec. 301. The Commissioner of Public Buildings ' is authorized to 
formulate, undertake and prosecute a program for the renovation and 
improvement of federally owned buildings outside the District of 
Columbia for which funds are not otherwise available, including 
appurtenances and approaches thereto, that are under the control of 
io Public Buildings Administration! for repair and preservation: 
Provided, That where necessary or desirable in carrying out the pro- 
gram herein authorized, additional land may be acquired to accommo- 
date equipment or special appliances and devices proposed to be 
installed or to provide working areas to accomplish the objectives 
sought in this title: Provided further, That no project, the estimated 
cost of which is less than $25,000, shall be deemed to be eligible for the 
program authorized by this title. 

[Sec. 302. For carrying out the purposes of this title, including ad- 
ministrative, supervisory, traveling, and other expenses in connection 
therewith, there is hereby authorized to be appropriated the sum of 
$30,000,000 to remain available until expended.] 


TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 


[Sec. 401. (a) In addition to the authority conferred upon him by 
any other law the Commissioner of Public Buildings,! whenever he 
deems it desirable or advantageous, is authorized to employ, by con- 
tract or otherwise and without regard to the Classification Act of 1949, 
as amended, or to the civil-service laws, rules, and regulations or to 
section 3709 of the Revised Statutes, the services of established archi- 
tectural or other professional or technical corporations, firms, or 
individuals, to such extent as he may require for any public building 
project which the Public Buildings Administration ' is authorized by 
Congress to construct, or for any such project, funds for which are 
transferred by another agency to the Public Buildings Administration ! 
for construction of the project, regardless of specific legislation gov- 
erning such other agency: Provided, That this authorization shall not 
apply to the employment of such corporations, firms, or individuals 
on a permanent basis, but their services shall be limited to the individ- 
ual project for which employed: Provided further, That nothing con- 
tained in this section shall relieve the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings' or any other duly authorized contracting officer of the Public 
Buildings Administration ! who shall execute a construction contract 
from the responsibility of interpreting such contract, of passing on 
the acceptability of materials and workmanship supplied pursuant to 


1 Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix. 
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such contract, of approving changes in such contract during the con. 
struction period, of certifying vouchers for payments becoming due 
the contractor, or of effecting final settlement of the contract. 

[(b) The Commissioner of Public Buildings ' is hereby authorized, 
whenever he deems it to be in the public interest, to hold a competition 
for the design of any project, to stipulate the terms, scope, and the 
conditions of each such competition and to make aw ards in pursuance 
thereof.] 


* * * * * * * 


[Sec. 406. The Commissioner of Public Buildings ' is authorized to 
contract for seeding, planting, or landscaping the grounds of any 
public building constructed or acquired by “the Public Buildings 
Administration ! in an amount not exceeding $1,800, without referee 
to section 3709 of the Revised Statutes. ] 





Act approved May 25, 1926, as amended (44 Stat. 630; 40 U.S.C, 
341 and the following) 


AN ACT To provide for the construction of certain public buildings, and for 
other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, [That, to enable the Secretary 
of the Treasury ' to provide suitable accommodations in the District 
of Columbia for the executive departments, and independent estab- 
lishments of the Government not under any executive department, 
and for courthouses, postoffices, immigration stations, customhouses, 
marine hospitals, quarantine stations, and other public buildings of 
the classes under the control of the Treasury Department ' in the 
States, Territories, and possessions of the United States, he is hereby 
authorized and directed to acquire, by purchase, condemnation, or 
otherwise, such sites and additions to sites as he may deem necessary, 
and to cause to be constructed thereon, and upon lands belonging to 
the Government conveniently located and available for the purpose 
(but exclusive of military or naval reservations) , adequate and suitable 
buildings for any of the foregoing purposes, giving preference, where 
he considers conditions justify such action, to cases where sites for 
public buildings have heretofore been acquired or authorized to be 
acquired, and to enlarge, remodel, and extend existing public buildings 
under the control of the Treasury Department,' ‘and to purchase 
buildings, if found to be adequate, adaptable, and suitable for the 
purposes of this Act, together with the sites thereof, and to remodel, 
enlarge, or extend such buildings and provide proper approaches and 
other necessary improvements to the sites thereof. When a building 
is about to be constructed on a site heretofore acquired and such site 
is found by the Secretary of the Treasury! to be unsuitable for its 
intended purpose, he is hereby further authorized and empowered to 
acquire a new site in lieu thereof by purchase, condemnation, exchange, 
or otherwise, and except in case of exchange to dispose of the present 
site by public sale and to execute the necessary quitclaim deed of 
conveyance: Provided, however, That the Secretary of the Treasury! 
is also authorized to acquire a site for a building for the Supreme 


t Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix. 
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Court of the United States: Provided further, That aside from land 
that may be acquired for a site for a building for the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and for enlarging the site of the Government 
Printing Office, or erecting a storage warehouse or warehouses, the 
sum of $50,000,000, hereinafter authorized for projects in the District 
of Columbia, shall be used exclusively for the purpose of acquiring by 
purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, south of Pennsylvania Avenue 
and west of Maryland Avenue, projected in a straight line to Twining 
Lake, such sites or additions to sites as the Secretary of the Treasury ! 
may deem necessary to provide such suitable office accommodations 
in the District of Columbia as are hereinbefore mentioned, of con- 
structing adequate and suitable buildings for the furnishing of such 
office accommodations on said sites or additions to sites, or on sites 
already owned by the Government south of Pennsylvania Avenue 
and west of Maryland Avenue, as above mentioned, and of providing 
suitable approaches to said buildings, and beautifying and embellishing 
their surroundings as nearly in harmony with the plan of Peter Charles 
L’Enfant as may be practicable. Said buildings shall be so con- 
structed as to combine high standards of architectural beauty and 
practical utility: Provided, That in carrying into effect the provisions 
of this Act, in so far as relates to buildings to be used in whole or in 
part for post-office purposes, the Secretary of the Treasury,’ under 
regulations to be prescribed by him, shall act jointly with the Post- 
master General in the selection of towns or cities in which buildings 
are to be constructed and the selection of sites therein: Provided 
further, That all sketches, plans, and estimates for buildings shall be 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury’ and the heads of the 
executive departments which are to be located in such building. 

{The Secretary of the Treasury’ is authorized to carry on the 
construction work herein authorized by contract, or otherwise, as he 
deems most advantageous to the United States. 

[In all cases where the construction of buildings in the District of 
Columbia, under the provisions of this Act, requires the utilization, 
in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury,’ of contiguous squares 
as sites thereof, authority is hereby given for closing and vacating such 
portions of streets as lie between such squares and such alleys as 
intersect such squares, and the portions of such streets and alleys so 
closed and vacated shall thereupon become parts of such sites. 

[Sec. 2. (a) The work of preparing designs and other drawings, 
estimates, specifications, and awarding of contracts, as well as the 
supervision of the work authorized under the provisions of this Act, 
shall be performed by the Office of the Supervising Architect, Treasury 
Department,' under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury,! 
except as otherwise provided in this Act. 

[(b) When deemed by him advantageous the Secretary of the 
Treasury ' is authorized, in special cases, (1) to procure by contract 
the floor plans and designs of buildings developed sufficiently to 
serve as guides for the preparation of working drawings and specifica- 
tions, or to employ advisory assistance involving design or engineering 
features, and (2) to employ, to the extent deemed necessary by him 
in connection with the construction of buildings for the Departments 
of Commerce and Labor, the architects who were successful in compe- 
tition heretofore held for a building for the then Department of Com- 
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merce and Labor, and to pay reasonable compensation for such 
services. 

(c) The Secretary of the Treasury ' is authorized to employ such 
additional technical, scientific, and clerical assistance in or under the 
Office of the Supervising Architect,' both in the District of Columbia 
and in the field, as he deems necessary, and to fix such rates of com. 
pensation therefor as he deems proper, not, however, in excess of the 
maximum rates paid for the same or similar service in other depart- 
ments, such employment to be made in accordance with the ciyjl 
service laws, rules, and regulations, and to submit to Congress through 
customary channels, estimates for appropriations for compensation 
for such personal services, and for travel, subsistence, and other 
expenses involved in making any investigation or survey of building 
conditions or in the examination of sites which he may find to be 
necessary. J 

Sec. 3. The Secretary of the Treasury! is hereby authorized to 
carry into effect the provisions of existing law authorizing the acqui- 
sition of land for sites or enlargements thereof, and the erection, 
enlargement, extension, and remodeling of public buildings thereon 
in the following cities: Juneau, Alaska; Globe, Arizona; Prescott, 
Arkansas; Red Bluff and San Pedro, California; Durango, Colorado; 
Branford and Putnam, Connecticut; Marianna, Florida; West Point, 
Georgia; Coeur d’Alene and Sandpoint, Idaho; Batavia, Metropolis, 
Mount Carmel, and Paxton, Illinois; Des Moines, lowa; Shelbyville, 
Kentucky; Caribou and Fort Fairfield, Maine; Leominster, Malden, 
Newburyport, Southbridge, Waltham, and Winchester, Massa- 
chusetts; Wyandotte, Michigan; Montevideo, Minnesota; Central 
City, Nebraska; Fallon and Goldfield, Nevada; Bayonne, East Orange, 
Millville, and Montclair, New Jersey; East Las Vegas, New Mexico; 
Fort Plain, Long Island City, Syracuse, and Yonkers, New York; 
Wilson, North Carolina; Jamestown, North Dakota; Akron, Fremont, 
and Wilmington, Ohio; Donora, Lewistown, McKees Rocks, Olyphant, 
Sayre, Tamaqua, Tarentum, and Waynesburg, Pennsylvania; Lan- 
caster, South Carolina; Chamberlain, South Bakota: Athens, Ten- 
nessee; Seattle, Washington; Williamson, West Virginia; Madison 
and Tomah, Wisconsin; Buffalo and Cody, Wyoming; Saint Louis, 
Missouri; Newark, New Jersey; Utica, New York; Missoula, Mon- 
tana; additional buildings for the marine hospital at Chicago, Illinois; 
medical officers’ quarters at the marine hospital at Savannah, Georgia; 
construction of marine hospital facilities at Detroit, Michigan. The 
Secretary of the Treasury ' is hereby authorized to disregard the limit 
of cost fixed by Congress for each of said projects, to purchase addi- 
tional land for enlargement of sites, and for such purposes to expend 
in addition to the amounts heretofore appropriated such additional 
sums of money for each of said projects as he shall deem advisable, 
not exceeding in the aggregate $15,000,000: Provided, That in con- 
structing the buildings embraced herein the Secretary of the Treasury ' 
is authorized, in his discretion, to provide space in such buildings for 
other activities or branches of the public service not specifically 
enumerated in the Act or Acts authorizing the acquisition of the sites, 
or the construction of the buildings, or both: Provided further, That in 
carrying into effect the provisions of this section, the Secretary of the 
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Treasury ' is authorized and empowered to enter into contracts for 
all or so many of said buildings as may be possible within the total 
additional limit of $15,000,000 hereinbefore authorized. 

[Sxc. 4. The Secretary of the Treasury ' shall submit annually and 
from time to time as may be required estimates to the Bureau of the 
Budget, in accordance with the provisions of the Budget and Account- 
ing Act, 1921, showing in complete detail the various amounts it is 
proposed to expend under the authority of this Act during the fiscal 

ear for which said estimates are submitted, which shall include a 
statement of the location of the buildings proposed to be erected, 
together with a limit of cost for the same: Provided, That in sub- 
mitting such estimates the Secretary of the Treasury ' shall allocate 
the amounts proposed to be expended to the different States where 
buildings are found by him to be necessary, in such a manner as to 
distribute the same fairly on the basis of area, population, and postal 
receipts: Provided further, That unless specifically provided for in 
the Act making appropriations for public buildings, which provision 
is hereby authorized, no contract for the construction, enlarging, re- 
modeling, or extension of any building or for the purchase of land 
authorized by this Act shall be entered into until monies in the Treas- 
ury shall be made available for the payment of all obligations arising 
out of such contract, and unless the said Act making appropriations 
for public buildings shall otherwise specifically provide, as hereinafter 
authorized, appropriations shall be made, and expended by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury,’ in accordance with the estimates submitted by 
the Bureau of the Budget: Provided further, That the Act making said 
appropriations may provide for any other buildings contained in the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury ' hereinafter provided 
for: Provided further, That the Secretary of the Treasury ' shall also, 
in addition to submitting estimates to the Bureau of the Budget as 
herein provided, make an annual report to Congress containing a 
statement of the location of all public buildings which he and the 
Postmaster General (where his department is involved) deem neces- 
sary to be constructed under the provisions of this Act together with 
a limit of cost for the same: Provided further, That the foregoing pro- 
visos shall not apply to buildings or their modification heretofore 
ce for by Act of Congress: Provided further, That at least two 

uildings shall be estimated for during the period covered by this Act 
in each State for post offices with receipts of more than $10,000 during 
the last preceding year, for which post offices no public buildings have 
been provided. 

[Sxc. 5. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act 
the sum of $150,000,000, in addition to the amount authorized in 
section 3 hereof, is hereby authorized to be appropriated, but under 
this authorization, and from appropriations (exclusive of appro- 
a made for “remodeling and enlarging public buildings’), 

eretofore made for the acquisition of sites for, or the construction, 
enlarging, remodeling, or extension of, public buildings under the 
control of the Treasury Department !, not more than $25,000,000, 
in the aggregate shall be expended annually: Provided, That such 
amount as is necessary, not to exceed $50,000,000 of the total amount 
authorized to be expended under the provisions of this Act shall 
be available for projects in the District of Columbia, and not more 
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than $10,000,000 thereof shall be expended annually: Provided 
That at least one-third of the expenditures outside of the District 
of Columbia during the fiscal year 1927 shall be for the buildings 
heretofore authorized and at least one-third of the expenditures for 
the fiscal year 1928, and at least one-third of the expenditures for 
the fiscal year 1929, shall be for a like purpose unless a less amount 
shall be necessary to complete all of such buildings: Provided further, 
That expenditures outside the District of Columbia under the pro- 
visions of this section shall not exceed the sum of $5,000,000 annually 
in any one of the States, Territories, or possessions of the United 
States. 

[In each of the cities in which a site is to be acquired under the 
provisions of this Act, the Secretary of the Treasury! shall solicit 
proposals by public advertisement. Such advertisement shall be 
published for a period of twenty days in one of the newspapers in 
said city having the largest circulation, for the sale of lands suitable 
for the purpose. The Secretary of the Treasury ' shall cause the sites 
offered, and such others as may be found to be suitable or desirable 
for the purpose, to be examined in person by an agent employed or 
detailed for the purpose, who shall make written report to said 
Secretary ' of the results of said examination and of his recommenda- 
tion thereon and the reasons therefor, which shall be accompanied 
by the original proposals and all maps, plats, and statements which 
shall have come into his possession relating to the said proposed sites, 

[That, so far as practicable, all buildings constructed, enlarged, 
or extended under the provisions of this Act shall be unexposed to 
danger of fire from adjacent buildings by an open space of at least 
forty feet on each side, including streets and sieve: Provided, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury ' may, in his discretion, acquire sites 
on which an open space of the extent hereinbefore specified can not 
be reserved, and he is likewise authorized, whenever in his judgment 
such action is necessary and warranted, to reduce the open space 
about any Federal building heretofore constructed and under the 
custody and control of said department. 

[In carrying into effect the provisions of this Act, if the Secretary 
of the Treasury ' deems it to be to the best interests of the Government 
to construct Federal buildings to take the place of existing Federal 
buildings, he is hereby authorized to cause the present ae 
to be demolished, in order that the sites may be utilized in whole 
or in part for such buildings, or where in his judgment it is more 
advantageous to construct a Federal building on a different site in 
the same city, to sell any such building or buildings and the site 
or sites thereof, at such time and on such terms as he deems proper, 
and to convey the same to the respective purchasers thereof by the 
usual quitclaim deed, and to deposit the proceeds of the sales thereof 
in the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 

[Sec. 6. The provisions of section 10 of the Legislative, Executive, 
and Judicial Appropriation Act for the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1920, approved March 1, 1919, relating to the assignment of space 
in public buildings in the District of Columbia, shall apply to all 
buildings constructed, extended, or enlarged under the provisions of 
this Act in the District of Columbia, and no land for sites or enlarge- 
ment of sites therefor shall be acquired or land belonging to the 
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United States be taken for sites or enlargement of sites therefor, 
without prior approval of the commission created by said Act of 
March 1, 1919; no contract shall be let for any building or the enlarge- 
ment or extension of any building in the District of Columbia, under 
the provisions of this Act without the approval of said commission as 
to the assignment and general arrangement of space therein; and 
said commission shall determine the order in which buildings or 
enlargement of buildings in the District of Columbia, under the pro- 
yisions of this Act shall be constructed. 

[Sec. 7. That the Secretary of the Treasury’ is hereby further 
authorized and empowered to cause such survey and investigations 
of public building conditions to be made, and such data obtained 
as he deems necessary properly to carry into effect the provisions 
of this Act.] 

Sec. 8. That in the event local interests in the city of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, shall offer to advance funds for the acquisition 
of a site for a quarantine station in or near said city, the Secretary 
of the Treasury! may, in his discretion, receive such funds and 
expend the same in the immediate acquisition of such site, and the 
Secretary of the Treasury' is hereby authorized and directed to 
repay without interest, from appropriations available for the acquisi- 
tion of such site, the amounts so advanced or expended. 





Next to last paragraph under the subheading “‘MISCELLANEOUS 
PUBLIC BUILDING PROJECTS” under the heading ‘““TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT” in the Act approved December 22, 1927 (45 
Stat. 32; 40 U.S.C. 342a) 


Outside professional services: For an additional amount’ required 
for outside professional services, including the same objects of expend- 
iture specified under this head in the Act making appropriations for the 
Treasury Department ' for the fiscal year 1928, $350,000[: Provided, 
That in all cases where contracts have heretofore been entered into 
or may hereafter be entered into under the provisions of section 2 of 
the Public Buildings Act approved May 25, 1926, for outside profes- 
sional services, wherein the period of performance extends beyond the 
fiscal year in which such contract or contracts were entered into, pay- 
ments thereunder shall be made from the appropiration ‘‘Outside 

rofessional services, public buildings,” available at the time payment 
is due for the particular services rendered J. 





Section 3 of the Act approved January 13, 1928 
(45 Stat. 52; 40 U.S.C. 348) 


[Sec. 3. The buildings constructed under said Act approved May 
25, 1926, when completed and ready for occupancy shall be turned 
over to the Office of Public Buildings and Public Parks! for care, 
maintenance, and protection, including the furnishing of heat, gas, 
and electricity therein, together with all machinery, tools, equipments, 
and supplies to be used in connection therewith. ] 
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Subsections (c) and (e) of the Act approved March 31, 1930, as 
amended (46 Stat. 137; 63 Stat. 972; 40 U.S.C. 349, 350a) 


[(c) When deemed by him desirable or advantageous, the Secretary 
of the Treasury ' is authorized to employ, by contract or otherwise, 
outside professional or technical services of persons, firms, or cor- 
porations, to such extent as he may require, without reference to 
the Classification Act of 1949 as amended, or to section 3709 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States.] 


* * * * * * * 


[(e) That the provisions of the Act of May 25, 1926 (Forty-fourth 
Statutes, page 630), and all amendments thereto, shall apply to the 
Territories in the same manner and to the same extent that they 
apply to the several States.] 


Act approved June 27, 1930 (46 Stat. 823; 40 U.S.C. 350) 


[LAN ACT To authorize the Secretary of the Treasury! to accept donations of 
sites for public buildings, 


[Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury ' may, in his discretion, accept on behalf of the United 
States the donation of sites for public buildings, in cases when alloca- 
tion of funds have been or may hereafter be reported to Congress 
under the provisions of the Public Buildings Act, approved May 25, 
1926, and Acts amendatory thereof, notwithstanding that specific au- 
thorization for the acquisition of sites in such cases may not yet have 
been made by Congress. ] 


4 Functions transferred to the Administrator of General Services. See Note supra, and Appendix, 
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Part 3 of 1939 Reorganization Plan No. I (effective July 1, 1939) 


Part 3.—FrperaAL Works AGENCY 


Section 301. Federal Works Agency.—(a) The Bureau of Public 
Roads in the Department of Agriculture and its functions and person- 
nel (including the Chief thereof) are transferred from the Department 
of Agriculture; the Public Buildings Branch of the Procurement Divi- 
sion in the Treasury Department and its functions and personnel are 
transferred from the Treasury Department; the Branch of Buildings 
Management of the National Park Service in the Department of the 
Interior and its functions and personnel (except those relating to 
monuments and memorials), and the functions of the National Park 
Service in the District of Columbia in connection with the general 
assignment of space, the selection of sites for public buildings, and the 
determination of the priority in which the construction or enlargement 
of public buildings shall be undertaken, and the personnel engaged 
exclusively in the administration of such functions, and the United 
States Housing Authority in the Department of the Interior and its 
functions and personnel (including the Administrator) are transferred 
fiom the Department of the Interior; and all of these agencies and 
functions, together with the Federal Emergency Administration of 
Public Works and its functions, and all of the Works Progress Adminis- 
tration and its functions (except the National Youth Administration 
and its functions) are hereby consolidated into one agency to be known 
as the Federal Works Agency, with a Federal Works Administrator 
at the head thereof. The Federal Works Administrator shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and shall receive a salary at the rate of $12,000 per annum. 
He shall have general direction and supervision over the administra- 
tion of the several agencies consolidated into the Federal Works 
Agency by this section and shall be responsible for the coordination of 
their functions. 

(6) The Federal Works Administrator shall appoint an Assistant 
Federal Works Administrator, who shall receive a salary at the rate of 
$9,000 per annum, and he may also appoint such other personnel and 
make such expenditures as may be necessary. . 

(c) The Assistant Administrator shall act as Administrator during 
the absence or disability of the Administrator, or in the event of a 
vacancy in that office, and shall perform such other duties as the 
Administrator shall direct. 

_ (d) The several agencies and functions consolidated by this section 
in the Federal Works Agency shall carry with them their personnel, 
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Section 302. Public Roads Administration —(a) The Bureau of 
Public Roads and its functions shall be administered as the Publie 
Roads Administration at the head of which shall be the Chief of the 
Bureau of Public Roads whose title shall be changed to Commissioner 
of Public Roads. Hereafter the Commissioner of Public Roads shal] 
be appointed by the Federal Works Administrator. 

(b) All functions of the Secretary of Agriculture relating to the 
administration of the Bureau of Public Roads are hereby transferred 
to, and shall be exercised by, the Federal Works Administrator. 

Section 303. Public Buildings Administration.—(a) The Publi¢ 
Buildings Branch of the Procurement Division and its functions, the 
Branch of Buildings Management of the National Park Service and its 
functions (except those relating to monuments and memorials) and the 
functions of the National Park Service in the District of Columbia in 
connection with the general assignment of space, the selection of sites 
for public buildings, and the determination of the priority in which 
the construction or enlargement of public buildings shall be under- 
taken, are hereby consolidated and shall be administered as the 
Public Buildings Administration, with a Commissioner of Publi¢ 
Buildings at the head thereof. The Commissioner of Public Buildin 
shall be epppenee by the Federal Works Administrator and shall 
receive a salary at the rate of $9,000 per annum. ‘The Commissioner 
of Public Buildings shall act under the direction and supervision of 
the Federal Works Administrator. 

(6) All functions of the Secretary of the Treasury and the Director 
of Procurement relating to the administration of the Public Buildings 
Branch of the Procurement Division and to the selection of location 
and sites for public buildings, and all functions of the Secretary of the 
Interior and the Director of the National Park Service relating to the 
administration of the functions of the Branch of Buildings Manage- 
ment and the functions of the National Park Service in the District of 
Columbia in connection with the general assignment of space, the 
selection of sites for public buildings, and the determination of the 
priority in which the construction or enlargement of public buildings 
shall be undertaken, are hereby transferred to, and shall be exercised 
by, the Federal Works Administrator. 

Section 304. United States Housing Authority —(a) The United 
States Housing Authority and its functions shall be administered by 
the United States Housing Administrator under the direction and 
supervision of the Federal Works Administrator. 

(6) All functions of the Secretary of the Interior relating to the 
administration of the United States Housing Authority are hereby 
transferred to, and shall be exercised by, the Federal Works Admin- 
istrator. 

Section 305. Public Works Administration —The Federal Emer- 
gency Administration of Public Works and its functions shall be ad- 
ministered as the Public Works Administration with a Commissioner 
of Public Works at the head thereof. The Commissioner of Public 
Works shall be appointed by the Federal Works Administrator and 
shall receive a salary at the rate of $10,000 per annum. The Com- 
missioner of Public Works shall act under the direction and super- 
vision of the Federal Works Administrator. 
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Section 306. Work Projects Administration.—The Works Progress 
Administration and its functions (except the National Youth Admin- 
jstration and its functions) shall be administered as the Work Projects 
Administration, with a Commissioner of Work Projects at the head 
thereof. The Commissioner shall be appointed by the Federal Works 
Administrator and shall receive a salary at the rate of $10,000 per 
annum. The Commissioner shall act under the direction and super- 
yision of the Federal Works Administrator. 

Section 307. Transfer of Records and Property.—All records and 
property (including office equipment) of the several agencies which, 
with their functions, are consolidated by section-301 into the Federal 
Works Agency are hereby transferred to the jurisdiction and control 
of the Federal Works Agency for use in the administration of the 
agencies and functions consolidated by that section. 

Section 308. Transfer of Funds.—(a) So much of the unexpended 
balances of appropriations, allocations, or other funds available (in- 
cluding those available for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1940) for 
the use of any agency (except the United States Housing Authority) 
in the exercise of any functions transferred by this Part, or for the use 
of the head of any department or agency in the exercise of any func- 
tions so transferred, and so much of such balances available to the 
United States Housing Authority for administrative expenses, as the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget shall determine, shall be trans- 
ferred for use in connection with the exercise of the functions trans- 
ferred by this Part. In determining the amount to be transferred 
the Director of the Bureau of the Budget may include an amount to 
provide for the liquidation of obligations incurred against such appro- 

riations, allocations, or other funds prior to the transfer: Provided, 
What the use of the unexpended balances of appropriations, alloca- 
tions, or other funds transferred by this section shall be subject to the 
provisions of section 4(d)(3) and section 9 of the Reorganization Act 
of 1939. 

(6) All unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, or 
other funds available (including those available for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1940) for the use of the United States Housing 
Authority, other than those transferred by subsection (a) of this 
section, are hereby transferred with the United States Housing 
Authority and shall remain available to it for the exercise of its 
functions. 

Section 309. Administrative Funds.—The Director of the Bureau of 
the Budget shall allocate to the Federal Works Agency, from appro- 
priations, allocations, or other funds available (including those avail- 
able for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1940) for the administrative 
expenses of the agencies and functions consolidated by section 301, 
such sums, and in such proportions, as he may find necessary for the 
administrative expenses of the Federal Works Agency. : 

Section 310. Personnel.—Any of the personnel transferred by this 
Part found to be in excess of the personnel necessary for the efficient 
administration of the functions transferred by this Part shall be 
re-transferred under existing law to other positions in the Govern- 
ment service, or separated from the service subject to the provisions 
of section 10(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1939. 
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Section 103 of the Act of June 30, 1949 


TRANSFER OF AFFAIRS OF THE FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 


Sec. 103. (a) All functions of the Federal Works Agency and of 
all agencies thereof, together with all functions of the Federal Works 
Administrator, of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, and of the 
Commissioner of Public Roads, are hereby transferred to the Admin- 
istrator of General Services. There are hereby transferred to the 
General Services Administration the Public Roads Administration 
which shall hereafter be known as the Bureau of Public Roads, an 
all records, property, personnel, obligations, and commitments of the 
Federal Works Agency, including those of all agencies of the Federal 
Works Agency. 

(b) There are hereby abolished the Federal Works Agency, the 
Public Buildings Administration, the office of Federal Works Admin- 
istrator, the office of Commissioner of Public Buildings, and the office 
of Assistant Federal Works Administrator. 


1950 Reorganization Plan No. 18 (effective July 1, 1950) 


Prepared by the President and transmitted to the Senate and the House of Rep. 
resentatives in Congress assembled, March 13, 1950, pursuant to the provisions 
of the Reorganization Act of 1949, approved June 20, 1949. 


BuILDING AND SpACE MANAGEMENT FUNCTIONS 


Section 1. Transfer of space assignment and leasing functions.—All 
functions with respect to acquiring space in buildings by lease, and all 
functions with respect to assigning and reassigning space in buildings 
for use by agencies (including both space acquired by lease and space 
in Government-owned buildings), are hereby transferred from the 
respective agencies in which such functions are now vested to the 
Administrator of General Services, exclusive, however, of all such 
functions with respect to 

(a) space in buildings located in any foreign country; 

(b) space in buildings which are located on the grounds of any 
fort, camp, post, arsenal, Navy yard, naval training station, air 
field, proving ground, military supply depot, or school, or of any 
similar facility, of the Department of Defense, unless and to 
such extent as a permit for its use shall have been issued by 
the Secretary of Defense or his duly authorized representative; 

(c) space occupied by the Post Office Department in post office 
buildings and space acquired by lease for post office purposes; 
and 

(d) space in other Government-owned buildings which the 
Administrator of General Services finds are wholly or predomi- 
nantly utilized for the special purposes of the agency having the 
custody thereof and are not generally suitable for the use of 
other agencies (including but not limited to hospitals, housing, 
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laboratories, mints, manufacturing plants, and penal institu- 

tions), and space acquired by lease for any such purpose: 
Provided, That the space needs of the Post Office Department shall 
be given priority in the assignment and reassignment of space in post 
office buildings. 

Sec. 2. Transfer of office building management functions.—All 
functions with respect to the operation, maintenance, and custody of 
office buildings owned by the Government and of office buildings or 
parts thereof acquired by lease, including those post office buildings 
which, as determined by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, 
are not used predominantly for post office purposes, are hereby trans- 
ferred from the respective agencies in which now vested to the Ad- 
ministrator of General Services, exclusive, however, of all such func- 
tions with respect to 

(a) any building located in any foreign country; 

(b) any building located on the grounds of any fort, camp, post, 
arsenal, Navy yard, naval training station, air field, proving 
eround, military supply depot, or school, or of any similar fa- 
cility, of the Department of Defense, unless and to such extent 
as a permit for its use by another agency or agencies shall have 
been issued by the Secretary of Defense or his duly authorized 
representative; 

(c) any building which the Administrator of General Services finds 
to be a part of a group of buildings which are (1) located in the 
same vicinity, (2) are utilized wholly or predominantly for the 
special purposes of the agency having custody thereof, and (3) 
are not generally suitable for the use of other agencies; and 

(d) The Treasury Building, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
cee, the buildings occupied by the National Bureau of 
Standards, and the buildings under the jurisdiction of the 
Reg vents of the Smithsonian Institution. 

Sec. 3. Performance of transferred functions——(a) The Adminis- 
trator of General Services may from time to time make such provisions 
as he shall deem appropriate authorizing the performance e by any other 
officer, or by any agency or employee, of the General Services Ad- 
ministration of any function transferred to such Administrator by the 
provisions of this reorganization plan. 

(b) When authorized by the Administrator of General Services, any 
function transferred to him by the provisions of this reorganization 

lan may be performed by the head of any agency of the Executive 

ranch of the Government or, subject to the direction and control of 
any such agency head, by such officers, employees, and organizational 
units under the jurisdict ion of such agency head as such agency head 
may designate: Provided, That functions with respect to post office 
buildings shall not be delegated under the authority of this subsection 
to the head of any agency “other than the Postmaster General. 

(c) The Administrator of General Services shall prescribe such 
regulations as he deems desirable for the economical and effective per- 
formance of the functions transferred by the provisions of this re- 
organization plan. 
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Src. 4. Transfer of personnel, property, records, and funds.—There 
shall be transferred from time to time, between the agencies concerneq © 
and for use in connection with the functions transferred by the pro. ~ 
visions of this reorganization plan, so much of the personnel, property, © 
records, and unexpended balances (available or to be made available) ~ 
of appropriations, allocations, and other funds, relating to such fune 7 
tions, as may be necessary for the performance of said functions, © 
Such further measures and dispositions as the Director of the Bureau 
of the Budget shall determine to be necessary in order to effectuate the 
transfers provided for in this section shall be carried out in such manner © 
as the Director shall direct and by such agencies as he shall designate, ~ 

Sec. 5. Effective date-—The provisions of this reorganization plan ~ 
shall take effect on the first day of July, 1950. 3 


O 








